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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2841 

DEPT PASS COMMERCE AND EXIM BANK 

E. O. 11652: ADS, DECLAS 12/31/72 

TAGS: ETRN, IR 

SUB J : IRAN AIR REEQUIPMENT 

1, INFORMED DOUBLAS AIRCRAFT CO ( DIV OF MCDONNELL DOUGLAS) 
SOURCES BEIRUT INDICATE IRAN AIR WILL RENDER LONG- RANGE WIDE- 
BODIED AIRCRAFT ACQUISITION DECISION BY LATE APR OR EARLY MAY, 

1973. REQUIREMENT APPEARS TO BE FIRM ORDER TWO ACFT WITH 
OPTIONS FOR THIRD AND FOURTH. POHLE ALSO REPORTS IRAN AIR 
HIGHLY INTERESTED IN, AND AS SEPARATE LATER 1976-77 REQUIREMENT, 
PROVISIONAL MCDONNELL DOUGLAS DC- 10 TWIN FOR DEPLOYMENT ON 
IRANIAN DOMESTIC AND REG/ GULF ROUTES. DC- 10 TWIN WHICH MAY 
BECOME FIRM PROGRAM BY SUMMER 73, THUS EMERGES AS POSSIBLE 
VIABLE U. S. COMPETITOR TO AIRBUS INDUSTRIE A-300 B ( HERETOFOR 
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED IN IRAN AIR' S FLEET PLAN) FOR IRAN AIR' S 
GROWING DOMESTIC AND REG/ GULF REQUIRMENTS. 

2. GEORGE POHLE, DOUBLAS MIDDLE EAST REP, INDICATES CONVERSATIONS 
WITH GENERAL ALI KHADEMI, MANAGING DIRECTOR OF IRAN AIR, POINT 

TO SOME ELEMENTS OF DOUBT WHETHER OR NOT IRAN AIR WILL FIRMLY 
GO AHEAD WITH PRELIMINARY BAC- AEROSPATIALE PURCHASE EQUIPMENT 
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( WHICH HAS MANY LOOPHOLES) TO ACQUIRE TWO CONCORDES. DOUBLAS 
HAS LATELY BEEN ASKED TO MAKE TWO FLEET PLAN PROPOSAL 
STUDIES FOR IRAN AIR, WITH AND WITHOUT TWO CONCORDES. 

POHLE STATES GENERAL KHADEMI AND STAFF HAVE LATELY 
IMPRESSED SHAH WITH FACT ACQUIRING CONCORDES DOES NOT 
ELIMINATE REQUIREMENT FOR WIDEBODIED AIRCRAFT. WHICH IS 
AIRLINE' S FIRST AND PARAMOUNT REEQUIPMENT REQUIRMENT. 

WE NOTE, HOWEVER, CONCORDE DECISION MAY STILL BE DESIRED BY 
SHAH, FOR POLITICAL REASONS. 

3. ALTHOUGH GEN KHADEMI VERY GUARDED IN COMMENTS ABOUT WHICH 
OF THREE COMPETING U. S. WIDEBODIED AIRCRAFT WILL BE 
SELECTED BY IRAN AIR ( BOEING 747-286 B, LOCKHEED L-101 1-1/ L 
1011-2 TRISTAR, MCDONNELL DOUGLAS ( LONG BEACH) DC-10-30/40, 

GEN M. KHATEMI, CHAIRMAN OF THE AIRLINE AND CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE 
ROYAL IRANIAR AIR FOCE, HAS ( ACCORDING POHLE) INDICATED 
STRONG PREFERENCE FOR DC-10/30/40. THIS INTEREST MAY ALSO BE 
SPARKED BY GEN KHATEMI' S HIGH REGARD FOR IRANIAN AIR FORCE 
F-4 D / F-4 E PHANTOMS AND AIR FORCE INTEREST IN ACQUIRING 
NEW F 15 EAGLE AIR- SUPERIORITY FIGHTERS, BOTH MANUFACTURED 
BY MCDONNELL DOUBLAS ( ST LOUIS). 
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